
FROM PASTOR DAVE..…. ministry.   And thus, I find it very disheartening to see that 
55.5% of our families/individuals have given less than 
$500 over the past 12 months.  That is less than $10 a 
week.  Now, just stop for a moment and consider what 
$10 gets you these days --- not much!   One ticket to a 
movie theatre, one drink at a bar, four gallons of gas, a 
small bag of groceries… $10 doesn’t go very far any 
more. 
 Now, before I continue, I DO realize that there 
are some, who fall into this category of giving, for which 
$500 is a significant contribution – and so, for your 
sacrificial gift, I say a HUGE thank you!   But let’s be 
honest, that’s not the case for most of those who are 
members within this congregation!   There seems to be 
adequate funds for lots of other things!  So, it causes me 
to wonder: 

Why it is it that for so many, their support of this 
congregation is so low?    

Are people unaware of what it actually costs to 
operate as a congregation? 

Are people unaware of what their offerings support? 
Do people not see the value of what we are about as 

a congregation?       
Or, have people financially over-extended 

themselves, and thus don’t have the ability to 
give?    

 I don’t know if you are aware of it or not, but St. 
John’s is larger than 96% of all the congregations in the 
ELCA.   In our synod alone, 100 congregations worship 
50 or less on a given Sunday.   While we are not a 
megachurch – we are a large congregation.  But if feels 
like we are trying to operate a large congregation on a 
small or medium size congregational budget.   But there 
is really only so much “cutting” of the budget we can do 
until we start “losing” as a congregation.    
 We can cut our Mission Support (the 10% that 
we pass on to support the important work of our larger 
church – through our Southwestern MN synod and ELCA 
Churchwide) – but cutting our Mission Support means 
that we lose a connection to our larger church, that we 
lose out on feeling a part of the important work and 
ministry that is being done, on our behalf, throughout our 
country and world, and that we lose out by becoming self
-focused rather than mission focused.    
 We can cut our paid staff – and we already have 
over the nine plus years I have been your pastor – but it’s 
unfair to expect a smaller and smaller staff to continue to 
do all that was once done by a larger staff.  That’s simply 
a scenario for burnout.   
 As the past Treasurer of our synod said, as our 
synod was dealing with similar issues, “we cannot keep 
saying, ‘we are going to do more with less, or even the 
same with less… no, we have to say that we are going to 
do LESS WITH LESS.” 
 Friends, if we cannot raise our current and future 
giving levels, and sustain them, that will need to become 
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Godspeed Jenny! 
 By now, most of you should be aware that our 
Jenny Aleckson, who has served as our CYF Director since 
July, 2014, has resigned her position here at St. John’s in 
order to accept a new position at Trinity Lutheran Church of 
Long Lake, MN – where she will be able to focus on 
ministry to and with high school students (which are her 
passion).  We are sorry to lose Jenny and the gifts and 
energy that she has brought to our CYF Ministries, but we 
are excited for this new opportunity that God has granted 
her to focus her energies with one age group, and to serve 
with a “team” of youth ministers! 
 Jenny’s final day here at St. John’s will be Sunday, 
November 6th.  We will be recognizing Jenny at both of our 
worship services, and we will be wishing her Godspeed and 
blessings between services.   I encourage you to remember 
Jenny with cards and gifts – and to let her know what her 
ministry has meant to you.  
 Thanks Jenny for your partnership in ministry these 
past couple of years, and I wish you the very best as you 
begin a new “call” at Trinity!   They will be blessed to have 
you! 
General Fund Financial Update 
 I am at a loss for words as to why St. John’s 
continues to struggle to meet our current budget.   I truly 
believe that our current budget is in line for a congregation 
our size and I believe that the resources that God has 
provided us (together) should be more than sufficient to 
meet this budget.   It’s not that we are giving less - our total 
giving is "up" over last year at this time by over $7,000!   
But the reality is that our increased giving is not enough to 
match our increased expenses.   We have been 
consistently falling about $3,000 short each month on 
average.   Luckily we started with a $20,000 balance in our 
General Fund.  But as you know, as of the end of 
September, we had spent that balance down, and suddenly 
found ourselves in the red to a tune of over $5,000.   As a 
result, we had to borrow from our savings to cover that 
shortfall.   That’s the reality we find ourselves in! 
 Now, you need to know that our current budget was 
presented and adopted by the congregation at last 
January’s annual meeting.  You also need to know that your 
elected leaders have worked hard to minimize the growth of 
our budget over the past few years, and that your staff has 
been, and continues to be, extremely careful with our 
spending!   So why the shortfall – it’s because more and 
more of our budget has become “fixed” costs (e.g. utilities, 
staff salaries, etc.).   Our shortfall isn’t due to needless 
spending, but rather to the fact that we have more fixed 
expenses than giving.    
 We have tried to communicate this reality in a 
whole variety of ways, and have been very open about the 
fact that we ALL need to increase our giving EACH YEAR 
so that we can continue to adequately support OUR 
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the new reality here at St. John’s.  We will need to do less with less.   
 But I do not believe that DOING LESS needs to be our future here at St. John’s!   I believe that God has provided 
ALL the resources we need to carry out our mission – AND HAS PROVIDED THEM ABUNDANTLY!   TOGETHER we 
have all that we need!   We just need to ask God to inspire us to be as generous as God is generous!   We just need to 
ask God to instill in us the trust (the faith) that, as we generously share, God will continue to faithfully provide what we 
need.  We just need to ask God to give us the eyes to see the value of the ministry we do together – and see that it is 
worthy of our investment!   We just need to become informed about what it actually costs to provide all the ministries that 
we so often take for granted, and then to share sacrificially according to ability to make sure that those ministries not only 
continue, but continue to grow… so that all might come to experience, live and share the love of Jesus Christ! 
 I believe that TOGETHER, we can meet this challenge!   I believe that God’s Spirit is alive and at work in our 
midst!   I believe that this ministry is too important to our life together, to this community, and to our world – NOT to make 
it a priority in our stewarding of the money that God has entrusted to us! 
INVEST IN GOD’S KINGDOM Capital Campaign Update 
 First of all, I am grateful to all who have made the support of this campaign a priority, and for each and every gift.  
I really wish that we didn’t have to make such a large mortgage payment each month – but then, we wouldn’t have this 
great facility, either.  The decision that was made by this congregation prior to my arrival is past history – we can’t go 
back and change it – rather, it’s up to us TOGETHER, to make sure that OUR mortgage obligation is met each and every 
month.   Like you, I benefit from having this facility, and I know that this facility continues to be a blessing for us as a 
community of faith, and within the community of Annandale. 
 But here’s the reality – our giving to our Building Fund is ALSO lagging!   If we don’t step up our support of our 
Building Fund, we will not have enough to make our monthly mortgage payments, and we will have to use General Fund 
money to pay the balance (and as I have already shared, our General Fund is not in good shape either). 
 So, as we move into the remaining six months of our current campaign, I hope that you will continue to remember 
to give generously to our Invest in the Kingdom (Building) Fund (in addition to our General Fund) so that we can continue 
to meet our monthly mortgage obligations.   I look forward to the day when we can finally pay off this note – but until that 
time comes, we together have a responsibility to faithfully meet our obligations on this building. 
Elections 
 One of our callings, as Christians, is to be engaged citizens!   I hope that you will take the time to become 
informed about the issues facing our country, and that as an informed citizen, you will exercise your right to vote on 
Tuesday, November 8th.    
What do WE mean when we say we are the “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America? 
 There is some confusion among people when it comes to the term “evangelical” and the way that it is used in the 
media!   Usually, when the media uses the term “evangelicals” they are usually using the term to lump together a group of 
people who tend to hold certain political beliefs that flow out of a more conservative Christian theology.   But actually, the 
word “Evangelical” means “good news”!   We, as a church body, intentionally choose to include the word in our name (the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America or ELCA) because we wanted to reclaim the fact that our life together, and our 
mission together, is about the “good news” of Jesus – and what God has done, and continues to do, for us and for this 
world God so loves.        
Together in Ministry Visits 
 On Thursday, November 10th, members of our synod staff will be visiting each and every congregation of our 
Crow River Conference.  Pastor Larry Strenge, of our Synod Staff, will be here at St. John’s to sit down with Pastor Tom 
and myself individually – but he would also like to meet with a group of congregational members, as well.   Since the time 
frame will be early to mid-afternoon, that becomes a problem for almost all of our Council members (because of their 
work schedules).  If you are someone who is faithfully involved in the life of our congregation, who cares about God’s 
mission in our world, and would be willing to participate in a 40 minute discussion with Pastor Larry, please let me know 
as soon as possible.    
Nominating Process 
 Our Nominating Committee will soon begin the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership that will be needed 
as we move forward into another year of ministry and mission.   I hope that you will keep this very important process in 
your prayers, and that, if asked, you will prayerfully take the time needed to consider the call to leadership within our 
congregation.   If you have any questions regarding the process, please contact one of this year’s Nominating Committee 
members: Vicki Greene, Kurt Bruhn, Gloria Warner, Diane Barkley, Joyce Wadman and Lisa Borders. 
National Caregivers Month 
 November is a month set aside to recognize and thank all those people who serve as caregivers to parents, 
spouses, family members, friends, etc.     You all play such an important role – and yet, you are often forgotten – as the 
focus seems to fall on those in need!  But I want to take this opportunity to thank ALL OF YOU who have been, or who 
are serving as, care givers to someone in need – you are Christ’s hands and feet for that person, and what you DO 
makes all the difference in the world!   Thanks! 
Thanksgiving 
 May you all enjoy a very blessed Thanksgiving!  And if you are traveling, may your ways be safe!    
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TEC WEEKENDS  Youth interested in attending a Teens Encounter Christ weekend, or serving on a TEC 
Team, are encouraged to check out the Metro TEC website at: www.mmltec.org or talk to Jenny Aleckson or 
Pastor Dave. 

From Pastor Tom’s Desk...  
 
Dear Friends, 

 

Thank You for making my 50
th

 Anniversary so special.  From as far back as I can remember I wanted to be a Pastor, to 

tell the story of Jesus.  So you can see that this milestone was important to me.  You helped me give thanks to God for 

using one such as me.  I celebrated with great gra&tude to God and to you.   I couldn’t think of anything that would 

have made it be(er for me, but some of you did.  “Why didn’t you let Jo talk more,” they asked.   Jo has a bucket full of 

stuff she could have said about me that would have been highly entertaining for you.  We all know she has been the 

subject of a story or two from the pulpit, so she might want to get even or even ahead.   So now you know why we 

tried to sideline her as much as possible.  Don’t feel sorry for Jo; she knows how to get her word in when there is even 

the &niest opening.  Seriously, we both are so grateful for you.  Thank You! 

 

Our church leaders are in the throes of some serious discussions about our church and our church’s future.  That’s why 

it is so important for you to return a “Commitment Card” to the church to help them make informed decisions.  A Com-

mitment Card doesn’t mean you have to give more.  A Commitment Card does not represent a binding arrangement.  A 

Commitment Card just represents your best es&mate of how you will support your church financially in the coming 

year.  Your leaders can then make informed decisions and may your church the best it can be.  Cards are on tables at 

the church, and you may make a commitment on the church’s website.   

 

The secret is out!  On Tuesday morning (10AM) women of the church and community gather in our Fellowship Hall for 

Bible study.  Some of the ladies are well versed in the Bible; some may not know the difference between the Old and 

New Testament (we don’t do tests).  They all come to learn and enjoy each other’s company.  This is a growing group.  

I’m sure you would enjoy this &me together.  Last Tuesday the group numbered 30 ladies.  Try it.  I am convinced you 

would like it.   

 

In Christ,  

 

Pastor Tom 

INDNJC 

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP READINGS   
November 6 – Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10 [4:1-11]   Jonah 
and God’s Mercy 
November 13 – Isaiah 6:1-8    God Calls Isaiah 
November 20 – Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; 
31:31-34    God Promises a New Covenant 
November 27 – Daniel 6:6-27   Daniel’s Hope in God 

“I Give Electronically” cards are now available at the Usher Cart - please place in the offering plate. 

“ALL ARE WELCOME” BIBLE STUDY   All (young and 
old, men and women, members and nonmembers) 
are invited to participate in a discussion of the Bible 
story that is going to be read in worship the following 
Sunday.  We meet on Thursday evenings at 7pm.    

FAITH MILESTONES We welcome the following young 
people to the Lord’s Table:  Emma Jarvis, Jade Foss, 
Ezra Smith, Gabby Smith, Charlotte Wolff, Braxton 
Wolff, Elliott Wolff, Caden Schimelpfenig, Piper Hart, 
Nathan Klatt, Adam Klatt & Brandon Cooper. 

Thank You 
 Many thanks to all of you who remembered me on my birthday with Facebook messages, cards, and gifts!   As I 
enter a new decade I am grateful for each and every day of grace! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

FALL BACK ONE HOUR Remember 
to turn your clocks back one hour be-
fore you go to sleep on November 5th 
– since we go off Daylight Savings!   
 Enjoy the extra hour of sleep, and see 
you in worship on Sunday the 6th!!! 
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MANY THANKS   
• To all who gave a gift in support of the MN Adult and Teen Challenge Choir, to those who provided good-
ies and served the refreshments, and to all who interacted with the members of the choir; 
• To Blake Lewison, and all who helped him, complete the new fire ring on the church grounds (the fire ring 
was Blake’s Eagle Scout project); 
• To all who helped serve the lunches following the funerals of Doug Maass and Gina Rotsolk; 
• To all who helped with Pastor Tom’s 50th Ordination Anniversary program, and to all who helped serve 
the lunch that followed; 
• To members of the Chancel Choir for participating in the Crow River Conference event in Dassel; 
• To our ninth grade D-Way class and guides under the leadership of Hope Sykora in serving this year’s 
Confirmation banquet for our 10th graders; 
• To our tenth graders for sharing their Faith Statements; 
• To our fifth-eighth D-Way youth and guides for collecting food for our local food shelf; 
• To Denny Harmoning for doing some outdoor cleanup/ shrub trimming, etc. 
• To the Nominating Team as they begin the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership within our  
congregation; 
• To Cliff Franzen, Ron Johnson and Stan Hillestad for hanging the old Sanctuary cross in the Fellowship 
Hall; 
• And a VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU to Gina Rotsolk (Blessed be her memory!) for her twenty some 

years of helping with our monthly newsletter assembly and mailing --- and those who continue to do that 
work month in and month out!!! Thank you to Pat Sanderson for helping assemble the Oct. newsletter. 

J.O.L.T. (JOY OF LEARNING TOGETHER)    Our Adult Education classes meet in the  
Library from 9:30am to 10:15am.   All are welcome! 
November 6 –  No Class – Jenny’s Farewell 
November 13 – Rob Bell Nooma Video: “Matthew” -  Having celebrated 
All Saints’ Sunday, this video will help us to reflect on the reality that 

“suffering the loss of someone we love can be the most difficult thing in life to deal with.” 
November 20 – Worship Care - As we celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the ELW Hym-
nal, our time together will be an opportunity to talk about the question: “How is worship 
going here at St. John’s?”   
November 27 -  Rob Bell Nooma Video: “Noise” - As we begin the season of Advent, 
this video asks the question: “Why is silence so hard to deal with?” 

You are invited to 
gather with us in 

the Library at 
9:30am for some 
good discussion 
about matters of 
faith and life.  All 

are welcome! 

ENDOWMENT   Have you filled out an Endowment Grant Application?   Do you know of a ministry, either 
within or outside our congregation, that could use a little “financial boost” – a ministry that is consistent with 
our ministry to “experience, live and share the love of Jesus Christ”?  The Endowment Team invites you to fill 
out an application and return it to the church office by Sunday, November 6th.   The Endowment Team will be 
meeting on the 16th to award grants, so that those grants can be approved by the Church Council at their No-
vember meeting.  Here is a “thankyou” we received from Sunset Ridge, one of last year’s grant recipients: 
    “St. John’s Lutheran Church and all the Members, 
The guys at Sunset Ridge bought this card (the card read:  “Nothing is more refreshing than genuine kind-
ness”) – they wanted to thank you for reaching out to them and supporting them as “real people.”   They have 
come a long way with all of you in their corner.  Thank you!    
     Each of the men and Cindy (the director) signed the card. 
Grant applications are available at the Welcome Desk.   Please know that it is because of the generosity of 
those who have given big and small gifts to our Endowment that we are even able to give out these grants.   
Thus, we are grateful for each and every gift given to our St. John’s Endowment Fund.   Please know that 
any gift given to the Endowment is a gift that will keep on giving!   Such gifts allow us to support worthwhile 
ministries within and beyond our congregation!   We hope that you will consider including the St. John’s En-
dowment in your Estate Planning.   

D-WAY SCHEDULE FOR 7TH - 9TH GRADERS: 
November 2 – Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10 [4:1-11]   Jonah and God’s Mercy 

November 9 – Isaiah 6:1-8    God Calls Isaiah 

November 16 – Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; 31:31-34     God 
Promises a New Covenant 

November 23 – No Class 

November 30 – Joel 2:12-13, 28-29       Joel: God’s Promised Spirit 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
November 6 - Sunday School 
November 13 - Sunday School 
November 20 - Sunday School 
November 27 - NO Sunday School -  
              Thanksgiving weekend 
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MATAMBA UPDATE   Our Merry Christmas Matamba tree will be up during the month of December. Please 
help yourself to one of the photo ornaments for your home and consider a small financial contribution to sup-
port our brothers and sisters in Matamba Tanzania. Funds collected will be sent to support their Christmas 
worship services and to provide food for the orphans and elderly at this time of year.   Our final sale of fair 
trade items from Tanzania will be between services on December 4th.  After this sale, all remaining items will 
be sold at a variety of community locations. Funds from the sale of these items are sent back to Matamba to 
support projects there.  Thank you for your support of this mission of St. John’s! Mona Volden  

WELCA HOLIDAY FAIR:  Saturday December 3rd from 9 AM to 1 PM.  In order to have a  
successful fair we need:  Bakery: please make some of your specialties such as: krumkaka, ro-
settes, spritz, pies, breads, candy, or some jars of items you have canned.  Crafts: Any type of 
crafted items such as jewelry, wood working, knit or crocheted items, quilts, etc.  Please price 
your item and list your name and telephone number on it as unsold items will be returned.   

Collectibles or treasures: Good used jewelry, home décor, small furniture, glassware, vintage/antique 
items are all welcome. Good condition children’s books or toys are also welcome. Items should be in like-
new condition. (No clothing, books, or rummage.)  Luncheon:  The menu includes: sloppy joes, sweet rolls, 
pie, coffee and milk.  Sign-up sheets for volunteering to help with set up and the sale and donating food for 
the luncheon will be in the Gathering area during November. 

DECEMBER MEALS ON WHEELS   
St. John’s will be delivering Meals on 
Wheels for the month of December - 
please sign up at the Welcome Center 
for these important deliveries! 

SHARE YOUR CHRISTMAS  St. John’s will 
once again be participating in Share Your 
Christmas for Annandale/South Haven. 
Please watch for our “giving tree” in the 
gathering area if you’d like to donate a gift 
item.    

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY – November 6th: On Sunday, November 6th, we will gather for worship and remember 
with gratitude those members of St. John’s who have died since last year’s All Saints’ celebration.  We will 
also remember our own loved ones – who have touched our lives and left their “faith prints” on us.   And we 
will be reminded that, by God’s grace, we are all numbered among the saints of God – eternally loved and 
fully forgiven!   There will be opportunities, as in year’s past, to light a candle that day in remembrance of 
those who have meant so much in your own life and faith journey.  I hope that you will be able to join us.   
ELW SUNDAY  2016 marks the 10th Anniversary of the ELW – our red hymnal.   With the printing of this hym-
nal ten years ago, a number of new songs have made it into our worship life that were not present prior to 
this hymnal.   A number of those songs have quickly become favorites to many.   On Sunday, November 
20th, we will celebrate this rich worship resource by singing many of those “favorite new hymns”.    
THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP AND PIE SOCIAL  We will gather at 7pm for a service of thanksgiving on 
Wednesday evening, November 23rd– as we pause to give thanks to God for the abundance of the gifts and 
blessings that God has poured out upon us.  Following our worship our Chancel Choir will once again spon-
sor and serve a pie potluck!   All are welcome! 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT  Sunday, November 27th, marks the beginning of a new Church Year, and the be-
ginning of Advent.   Since the color of the season is BLUE – you are encouraged to wear something blue that 
Sunday (yes, blue jeans are appropriate)!!!    
Once again we will invite members/families of the congregation to sign up to light the candles of the Advent 
wreath and to lead in the Advent Wreath prayer.  Please sign up for a Sunday at the Welcome Desk. 
NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE?  This year, New Year’s Day falls on a Sunday.  The Worship and Music Team 
has decided that we will offer ONE service on that Sunday at 10 am.   But we realize that for many, that may 
not work out with family plans and gatherings – so we are wondering if there would be an interest in a late 
afternoon (4pm) service on New Year’s Eve?   Please indicate your interest in such a service by calling the 
church office, signing the sheet at the Welcome Desk, or sending the church an email.    We will gladly offer 
such a worship opportunity, but we don’t feel it is good stewardship on our part to go through all the planning, 
etc. – and then have no one show up!  So, please let us know if you would attend such a service, if offered.    

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER   When the 
weather is questionable, and we have something 
scheduled at church, we will: 
1)   Put an announcement on our voice mail indicat-
ing whether events are still on or are cancelled,  
2) Put an announcement on the website at 

www.stjohns-annandale.org indicating whether 
events are on or are cancelled, and   

3) 3)If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the 
following radio/television stations:  KRWC Buf-
falo (1360AM), KTIS Minneapolis (98.5FM)-
(broadcast on webpage), and WCCO (830AM) 
(broadcast on webpage).   

In all cases, please make wise and safe choices. 

THANK YOU  for having the MN Adult & Teen Challenge Choir to your church!  We appreciate 
sharing our message of hope, restoration and redemption through the love of Jesus Christ. 
The clients benefit in so many ways from sharing their testimonies and what God is doing in 
their lives. Thank you for your support! God Bless - MN Adult & Teen Challenge Choir 
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Do you winter down south?  Remember to let the office 
know your winter address and return date—we can ei-

ther mail you the monthly newsletter or e-mail it to you.   

EMAIL If you would like to receive the newsletter and/or 
weekly bulletin and announcements as an e-mail just let 
the office know at ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org.  It works great and is very cost-effective!     
CHANGING ADDRESS:  MOVING AWAY?? 
    For every piece of returned mail or updated address 
we are charged a .57 fee from the post office. In addition, 
for those who will be moving and are leaving the area 
permanently,  please notify the office at 274-8827.  Thank you.   

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --
- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate this 
prayer ministry please contact the church office.   Only 
the information you choose to share will be passed on to 
the Prayer Ministry participants.   But please understand 
that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in 
order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of 
confidentiality, you must have that individual’s 
permission before we can activate the prayer ministry 
and pray for them by name.   
Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS 
open to additional participants.  If you would like to be 
included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would 
receive a telephone contact) or the email prayer group – 
please contact the church office.    

PASTORAL VISITS 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire 
a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to be 
hospitalized.  If it is an emergency feel free to call Pastor 
Dave at home.   

 

COMING UP… 
• December 3rd - Holiday Fair 9-11am 
• December 4th – Kiwanis “Share Your 
Christmas” Breakfast at St. Ignatius 

• December 4th – Pastor Dave leads worship at Annandale 
Care Center – 1:30pm 

• December 18th – Christmas Fest – the Chancel Choir will 
be sharing extra anthems as part of our worship services that 
morning; the Sunday school youth will be singing at the 
10:30am service. 

• December 18th – Sunday School Christmas Program 

• December 21st  – Congregation and D-Way Caroling Night 

• December 24th – Christmas Eve Worship at 3pm, 5pm and 
10pm 

• December 25th – Christmas Day Worship at 10am ONLY 

• December 31st – New Year’s Eve Service – 4pm   (Will be 
offered if there is interest) 

• January 1st - Worship at 10am ONLY 

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS:  ALUMINUM CANS/
POINTS: There is a collection area for bagged aluminum 
cans (no used aluminum foil please) in the outdoor gar-
bage area.  We also collect COBORNS/CASH WISE 
points throughout the year—there is a collection bucket 
located outside of the office. 

VIA DE CRISTO 
Adults interested in a weekend experience that is sure to 
bring a new added depth to your faith are encouraged to 
consider attending one of the upcoming Via de Cristo 
weekends. For upcoming weekend dates and places, and 
additional information concerning Via de Cristo weekends, 
please check out the website at www.mnviadecristo.org or 
talk with Ardis Nelson or Pastor Dave.  

FIRST FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE AT ANNANDALE 

CARE CENTER   Our monthly service of Holy Communion 
will be November 4th at 1:30 pm. While this worship ser-
vice is intended for all St. John’s members who are resi-
dents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apart-
ments, it is open to ALL (both residents and family and 
friends).  

  Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

General Fund
(1) 

Sept. 
2016  $28,315.58 $37,365.91 $   (5089.30)  

      

 
2015 

Monthly 
Average $33,801.72 $34,810.34 

  

Building Fund 
(2)   Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

  $7,374.00 $9,587.00 $1,815.37  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance  

(3)  $2,946.00 $1,752.04 $5,200.35  

Notes: 

1. For Sept. 2016 the General Fund had $9,050.33 more in expenses than income. NOT GOOD!!   
Congregation approved budgeted expenditures for 2016 total approximately $453,000. To fund this 
budget, we need an average monthly income of $37,750 (about $8,725 per Sunday). The General Fund 
is now in a deficit position and this NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED!!! 

 

2. We still maintain a positive balance; our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00. 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool balance is still positive.  

 

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts.  
THANK YOU!  



Page 7 St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting         Date: 10-17-16         Start: 7:00pm      End: 9:00pm 
 Present:  Pastor Dave Nelson, Peggy Bodell, Penny Hogberg, Nancy Berg, Matt Honsey, Bill Berry, Dave Hadler, Matt 
Treichler, Ed Mader, Jenny Aleckson, Celeste Froehlich, Kris Nelson, Shelly Mikel, Steve Miller.   Absent: Denny Abernathy 

TOPIC DISCUSSON ACTION 

Scripture and Prayer: Pastor Dave N/A 

Approval of Agenda Motion to approve the amended October Agenda to include Health 
Insurance under New Business. 

M/S/P 
Exec/Kris N 

Secretary’s Report Motion to approve the September council minutes 
  
Motion to approve the Special Meeting minutes 

M/S/P 
Exec/Nancy B 
M/S/P 
Exec/Peggy B 

Treasurer’s Report Motion to approve the September Treasurer’s report M/S/P 
Exec/Matt H. 

Executive Committee 
Actions: 

None N/A 

Pastor Dave’s Report Highlighted items: 
November 10th, our synod will be conducting “Together in Ministry 

Visits” with all the congregations of the Crow River            
Conference. We will need 3-5 leaders of our congregation to 
participate with a member of the synod staff along with Pastor 
Tom and Pastor Dave. 

The Holiday worship schedule will include Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day services (both fall on Sunday). Christmas 
Day service will be at 10:00.  Christmas Eve services will be 
at 3, 5, and 10 p.m. We will offer a New Year’s Eve 4pm  

      service if there is interest. 
On Sunday November 20th we will celebrate the 10th anniversary 

of the ELW Hymnal by highlighting this worship resource and 
by including some of the favorite songs. 

Pastor Dave will look at some dates to meet with Pastor Marianne 
from Mt. Hermon to begin a dialogue. 

Pastor Dave attended a Pastor to Pastor event at Gustavus.  The 
focus was the current ELCA study on Women and Justice  
entitled:  “Faith, Sexism, and Justice.” 

On Tuesday, October 18th we will have Farhan Abdi from St. 
Cloud join our class “My Neighbor is Muslim” 

  
N/A 

 Unfinished Business: MAP Update:  Matt, Michelle, & Denny talked with Larry Strenge re-
garding listening sessions.  Plans are beginning to be developed and 
the participants felt things were moving in a good direction. 

N/A 

New Business Resignation:  Jenny Aleckson presented her letter of resignation to 
the council.  The council regretfully accepted and approved her 
 resignation 
*Motion to Extend the meeting 15 minutes 
Finances and 2017 Budget:  Much discussion was had regarding the 
financial situation of St. John’s and how to proceed.  We will be  
suspending all Mission support until our financial situation improves. 
Nominating Process:  Pastor Dave will be reaching out to those coun-
cil members who are up for re-election to find out if they are willing to 
serve another 2 year term.  Council members are to send potential 
candidate names to Pastor Dave for both council and/or nominating 
committee. 
Health Insurance:  Health Insurance for Pastor Dave will increase by 
a total of 7%. 

M/S/P 
Kris N./Celeste F 
M/S/P 
Shelly/Nancy 
M/S/P 
Matt T./Kris N 
  
  
N/A 
  
  
  
 M/S/P 
Shelly M/Ed M 

Ministry Updates None N/A 

Council Reminders All council members are encouraged to sign up for offering duties N/A 

Adjournment Motion to Adjourn M/S/P 
Kris N/Nancy B 

Prayer/
Announcements 

Pastor Dave N/A 

Council members contact your Missions – What are you currently working on. Is there anything else you would like to share with 
the board. Please let your mission know to send minutes of each meeting to Bonnie as soon as possible after the meeting. 



    1   8:00am Men's 
Bible 
Study 

10:00am Wom-
en's 

Bible Study 
  
  

2       Precious Gifts 
Preschool 8:30-12noon 
10:30am Staff Meeting 

1:30pm Mary Circle 
3:00pm 4th Grade D- Way 

5:00pm D-Way Meal Begins 
5:20pm 5th-6th D- Way 
6:00pm 7th-9th D- Way 
7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 
7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. 

Bldg. 

3    9:15am 
Annandale Im-
provement Club 

6:00pm Girl 
Scouts-Ed. 

Bldg. 
7:00pm “All 

Are Welcome” 
Bible Study 

7:00 pm  Altar 
Guild Meeting 

4 Precious 
Gifts 

Preschool 
8:30- 

12noon 
1:30pm 

Communion 
Service at 
Annandale 

Care Center 

5 
Daylight 
Savings 

Time Ends 
- Remem-

ber to "Fall 
Back" one 
hour to-

night 

6  All Saints’ Sun-
day  8:15am Tradi-
tional Worship w/

Communion 
9:30am Sunday 

School/NO JOLT!-
Jenny’s Farewell 

10:30am 
Contemporary 

Worship w/
Communion 

3:00pm Cub Scouts
- Ed. Bldg. 

7  Precious Gifts 
Preschool 8:30- 

12noon 
6:00pm Boy 

Scouts 
7:00pm Sarah 

Circle 

8      Election Day 
8:00am Men's 
Bible Study 

10:00am Wom-
en's 

Bible Study 
6:30pm Ministry 

of Worship & 
Music 

6:30pm Ministry 
of Support 

&Stewardship 
7:30pm Executive 
Committee Mtg. 

9 Precious Gifts 
Preschool 8:30-12noon 

9:30am Rachel Circle at Barb 
Tasa’s - Park Terrace 

10:30am Staff Meeting 
3:00pm 4th Grade D- Way 

5:00pm D-Way Meal Begins 
5:20pm 5th-6th D- Way 
6:00pm 7th-9th D- Way 
7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 
7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. 

Bldg. 

10    Together in 
Ministry Visits 
9:30am Annan-
dale Christian 
Women's Club 
3:00pm Grief 

Group 
6:00pm Girl 
Scouts-Ed B. 
7:00pm “All 

Are Welcome” 
Bible Study 

11 Veterans' 
Day 

Precious 
Gifts 

Preschool 
8:30- 

12noon 
11:00am Pen-
ny Anderson 
Funeral Svc. 

12 

13 
8:15am Traditional 

Worship w/
Communion 

9:30am JOLT! / 
Sunday School 

10:30am 
Contemporary 

Worship w/
Communion 

14 
Precious Gifts 
Preschool 8:30- 

12noon 
9:30am Hands for 

Hope 
2:00pm Ruth Cir-

cle 
6:00pm Boy 

Scouts 
8:00pm Boy 

Scouts- Venture 

15 
8:00am Men's 

Bible 
Study 

10:00am Wom-
en's 

Bible Study 
7:00pm Ministry 

of 
CYF Meeting 

  

16 Precious Gifts 
Preschool 8:30-12noon 

7:30am Endowment Meeting 
10:30am Staff Meeting 

3:00pm 4th Grade D- Way 
5:00pm D-Way Meal Begins 

5:20pm 5th-6th D- Way 
6:00pm 7th-9th D- Way 
7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 
7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. 

Bldg. 

17   9:00 am 
Ministerial-here 
9:30am Annan-

dale Christi-
anWomen Exec. 

Board Mtg. 
10a Newsletter 

Deadline 
6:00pm Girl 

Scouts-Ed Bd. 
7:00pm “All 

Are Welcome” 
Bible Study 

18 
Precious 

Gifts 
Preschool 

8:30- 
12noon 

19 
Jr. High 

Youth Gath-
ering, 

Willmar MN 

20 Jr. High Youth 
Gathering,Willmar 

ELW Sunday 
8:15am Traditional 

Worship 
9:30am JOLT! / 
Sunday School 

10:30am 
Contemporary 

Worship 

21Precious Gifts 
Preschool 8:30- 

12noon 
6:00pm Boy 

Scouts 
6:30pm Ministry 

of Outreach 
7:00pm Church 

Council 
8:00pm Boy 

Scouts- Venture 

22 
8:00am Men's 
Bible Study 

10:00am Wom-
en's 

Bible Study 

23Precious Gifts 
Preschool 8:30-12noon 
10:30am Staff Meeting 

3:00pm NO D-WAY Classes 
7:00pm 

Thanksgiving Eve Service w/
Pie Potluck following 

7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. 
Bldg. 

24 
Thanksgiving 

Day 
  

Church Office 
Closed 

25 
Church Of-
fice Closed 

26 

27    1st Sunday in 
Advent 

8:15am Traditional 
Worship w/
Communion 

9:30am JOLT! / NO 
Sunday School 

10:30am 
Contemporary 

Worship w/
Communion 

  

28 
Precious Gifts 
Preschool 8:30- 

12noon 

29 
8:00am Men's 

Bible 
Study 

10:00am Wom-
en's 

Bible Study 
5:00pm Property 

Team Meeting 

30  Precious Gifts 
Preschool 8:30-12noon 
10:30am Staff Meeting 

3:00pm 4th Grade D- Way 
5:00pm D-Way Meal Begins 

5:20pm 5th-6th D- Way 
6:00pm 7th-9th D- Way 
7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 
7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. 

Bldg. 

      

November 2016 
     Sunday                 Monday                  Tuesday                    Wednesday                     Thursday          Friday        Saturday 

Coming up… December 4th – Kiwanis “Share Your Christmas” Breakfast at St. Ignatius;  December 4th – Pastor Dave 
leads worship at Annandale Care Center – 1:30pm;  December 18th – Christmas Fest – the Chancel Choir will be sharing 
extra anthems as part of our worship services that morning; the Sunday school youth will be singing at the 10:30am ser-
vice;  December 18th – Sunday School Christmas Program;  December 21st  – Congregation and D-Way Caroling 
Night;  December 24th – Christmas Eve Worship at 3pm, 5pm and 10pm;  December 25th – Christmas Day Worship at 
10am ONLY;  December 31st – New Year’s Eve Service – 4pm   (Will be offered if there is interest);  January 1st - Worship 
at 10am ONLY 



November 
Greeters/ Wel-
come Center Readers Acolytes 

Coffee/Treats 

Servers 

Audio/Video 

Techs 

 November 
6 

8:15am 

Bryan & Lucy 
Ekholm Family 

LaDonna Howell Elizabeth Hoeft 
Josie Jerpseth 

Tim & Beth Iverson A:  Jim Framstad 

V:  Phyllis Framstad 

November 
6 

10:30am 

Larry & Vicki 
Greene 

Mary Iverson      Haley Farris 

    Trevor Potter 
  A:  Arthur Kjaer 

V:  Diane Nelson 

November 
13 

8:15am 

Dave & Toni 
Boie 

Loretta Peter-
son 

   Eva McClelland 

  Anna McClelland 

Steve & Sandy Ni-
klaus 

A:  Mike Miller 
V:  Denise Schultz 

November 
13 

10:30am 

Cal & Denise 
Froehlich Family 

DJ Welteroth Elliot Peterson 

Jonah Peterson 

Scott & Lori Fleis-
chacker Family 

A:  Shelly Mikel 
V:  Luke Mikel 

November 
20 

8:15am 

Derrick & Amy 
Bianchi Family 

Bev Sorensen Olivia Otto Ed & Jenifer Mader 
Family 

A:  Jim Hallstrom 

V:  Jim Peterson 

November 
20 

10:30am 

Kris & Mike 

 Nelson 

  Gavin Polston Nathan & Sheri Bud-
de Family 

A:  Diane Nelson 

V:  Michelle Wang 

November 
23 

7:00pm 

________ ________ Max Schimelpfenig Pie Potluck following 
service- Choir serv-

ing 

A: 
V: 

November 
27 

8:15am 

Tony & Rachelle 
Hoeft Family 

Jo Heyd Faith Mader 
Madisyn Jacobson 

Myron & Laurie Mor-
ris 

A:  Jim Framstad 

V:  Phyllis Framstad 

November 
27 

10:30am 

Shirley Dick Peggy Bodell Ezra Smith 

Jack Nelson 

Aaron & Hiedi Hen-
drickson Family 

A:  Arthur Kjaer 
V:  Ethan Nilson 

WELCA Circles: 

Sarah Circle:  Monday, Nov. 7th at 7:00pm 

Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: 

Rachel Circle:  Wednesday, Nov. 9th  at  Barb 

Tasa’s – Park Terrace of Buffalo at 9:30am 

Hostess:     LaDonna Howell 

Bible Study Leader:    Shirley Diskerud 

Mary Circle:  Wednesday, Nov. 2nd - 1:30pm 

 Hostess:    Eloise Stram 

Bible Study Leader:  Lajla Hood 

Ruth Circle:  Monday, Nov. 14th at 2pm 

 Hostess:   Joyce Wadman 

 

 

Altar Guild 

Janelle Nilson 

Shelly Mikel 

 

Ushers 
8:15 Service 

Myron & Laurie Morris 

Gary & Beryl Geisinger 

Steve & Sandy Niklaus 

 

10:30 Service 

Ken & Amy Hegge 

Dan & Ruth Mohwinkel 

Drew & Donna Jacobson 

 







ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
331 W. Harrison St. 
Annandale, MN  55302 
Office Phone: 320-274-8827 
Office Fax: 320-274-7283 
 
Precious Gifts Preschool:                    
320-274-9722 
 
Email: ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org 
 

Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org 
Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday, 8:00 am—4:00 pm 
 

 

Ministry Chairpersons: 
Children, Youth & Family 
Jenny Aleckson 
jaleckson@stjohns-
annandale.org 
 
Outreach: 
Marilyn Hallstrom 
Marilyn.hallstrom@ 
hallstromconsulting.com 
       
Worship and Music: 
                 
Support and Stewardship: 
  
 

ELCA Missionary 
Terry Jensen 
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St. John’s Staff 
 
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor        
                     dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  
Tom Heyd, Pastor            tjheyd@gmail.com 
Jenny Aleckson, CYF Director  
                   jaleckson@stjohns-annandale.org 
Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator    
       bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org   
Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Administrative Asst. 
         ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-annandale.org      
Becky Unger, Worship Support Specialist     
          bunger@stjohns-annandale.org 
Orma Lou Jacobsma,  Organist  
Ardis Nelson, Contemporary Worship Leader 
            studionelson.ardis@gmail.com 
Samantha Duret, Custodian   

                      sduret@lakedalelink.net 
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/                 
         Teacher           robin@jacobsonfarm.com 
Trisha Woods, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant 
Nichole Abernathy, Wedding Coordinator                                                               
           nichole.abernathy@yahoo.com                           
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director    
                   music2Xnelson@gmail.com  

Sunday School Superintendents: 
 Nichole Abernathy &  

Laura Eastling 

  Sunday Worship & Christian 
Education Schedule   

 
8:15 am Traditional 

9:30 Sunday School/JOLT!  
10:30 am Contemporary 


